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PROPOSED PROJECT REVIEW, CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA),
NOTICE OF PREPARATION FOR BAY AREA TO CENTRAL VALLEY HIGH-SPEED TRAIN,
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE #2005112051, MERCED, SANTA CLARA, ALAMEDA, SAN
FRANCISCO, SAN MATEO COUNTIES:

As a Responsible Agency, as defined by CEQA, we have reviewed the Notice of Preparation for Bay
Area to Central Valley High-Speed Train. Based on our review, we have the following comments

regarding the proposed project.

Construction Storm Water

A NPDES General Permit for Storm Water Discharges Associated with Construction Activities, NPDES
No. CAS000002, Order No. 99-08-DWQ is required when a site involves clearing, grading, disturbances
to the ground, such as stockpiling, or excavation that results in soil disturbances of one acre or more of
total land area. Construction activity that involves soil disturbances on construction sites of less than
one acres and is part of a larger common plan of development or sale, also requires permit coverage.
Coverage under the General Permit must be obtained prior to construction. More 1nformat10n may be
found at http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/stormwtr/construction.html

Post-Construction Storm Water Management

Manage storm water to retain the natural flow regime and water quality, including not altering baseline
flows in receiving waters, not allowing untreated discharges to occur into existing aquatic resources, not
using aquatic resources for detention or transport of flows above current hydrology, duration, and
frequency. All storm water flows generated on-site during and after construction and entering surface
waters should be pre-treated to reduce oil, sediment, and other contaminants. The local municipality
where the proposed project is located may now require post construction storm water Best Management
Practices (BMPs) pursuant to the Phase II, SWRCB, Water Quality Order No. 2003 — 0005 —DWQ,
NPDES General Permit No. CAS000004, WDRS for Storm Water Discharges from Small Municipal
Separate Storm Sewers Systems (MS4). The local municipality may require long-term post-construction
BMPs to be incorporated into development and significant redevelopment projects to protect water
quality and control runoff flow.
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Wetlands and/or stream course alteration

Section 401 of the federal Clean Water Act requires any project that impacts waters of the United States
(such as streams and wetlands) to file a 401 Water Quality Certification application with this office. The
project proponent must certify the project will not violate state water quality standards. Projects include,
but are not limited to, stream crossings, modification of stream banks or stream courses, and the filling
or modification of wetlands. If a U.S. Army Corp of Engineers (ACOE) permit is required for the
project, then Water Quality Certification must be obtained prior to initiation of project activities. The
proponent must follow the ACOE 404(b)(1) Guidance to assure approval of their 401 Water Quality
Certification application. The guidelines are as follows:

1.~ Avoidance (Is the project the least environmentally damaging practicable alternative?)

2. Minimization (Does the project minimize any adverse effects to the impacted wetlands?)
3. Mitigation (Does the project mitigate to assure a no net loss of functional values?)

If, after avoidance and minimization guidelines are considered and wetland impacts are still anticipated:
e determine functional losses and gains (both permanent and temporal; both direct and indirect)

o conduct adequate baselines of wetland functions including vegetation, wildlife, hydrology, soils,
~ and water quality S '

e attempt to create/restore the same wetland type that is impacted, in the same watershed

e work with a regional context to maximize benefits for native fish, wildlife, vegetation, as well as
for water quality, and hydrology

e use native speciés and materials whenever possible

e document all efforts made to avoid the minimize aciverse wetland impacts

* be prepared to develop performance criteria and to track those for between 5 to 20 years
e be prepared to show project success based on achieving wetland functions

e ifthe project fails, be prepared to repeat the same process (via financial assurance), with -
additional acreage added for temporal losses

o specify how the mitigation project will be maintained in perpetuity and who will be responsible
for the maintenance

For more information regarding Water Quality Certification may be found at
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/available documents/wq cert/application.pdf
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Dewatering Permit

The proponent may be required to file a Dewatering Permit covered under Waste Discharge
Requirements General Order for Dewatering and Other Low Threat Discharges to Surface Waters
Permit, Order No. 5-00-175 (NPDES CAG995001) provided they do not contain significant quantities
of pollutants and are either (1) four months or less in duration, or (2) the average dry weather discharge

“does not exceed 0.25 mgd:

Well development water

Construction dewatering

Pump/well testing.

Pipeline/tank pressure testing

Pipeline/tank flushing or dewatering.
Condensate discharges

Water Supply system discharges
Miscellaneous dewatering/low threat discharges
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Industrial

A NPDES General Permit for Storm Water Discharges Associated with Industrial Activities, NPDES
No. CAS000001, Order No. 97-03-DWQ regulates 10 broad categories of industrial activities. The
General Industrial Permit requires the implementation of management measures that will achieve the
performance standard of best available technology economically achievable (BAT) and best
conventional pollutant control technology (BCT). The General Industrial Permit also requires the
development of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) and a monitoring plan. The General
Industrial Permit requires that an annual report be submitted each July 1. More information may be
found at http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/stormwtr/industrial.htm]

For more information, please visit the Regional Boards website at
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/ or contact me at 916.464.4663 or by e-mail at
palisoc@waterboards.ca.gov.

Environmerital Scientist
Storm Water Unit
916.464.4663

cc: State Clearinghouse, Sacramento



